Hybrids, EV’s, Plug-Ins and Other Alternative Vehicles
An engineer/CEO we know calculates that a vehicle uses about four times the energy used for a whole house each year!  Many hybrids, alternative fuel and electric vehicles (EV’s) of various makes seem promising.  Newer models of the Prius can be converted into plug-ins, and so can the Ford Escape/Mercury Mariner.  See http://www.treehugger.com/files/2006/02/plugin_hybrid_k.php  for plug-in conversion kit applications and information.  Also see Pruius “hacks” to unleash the capabilities it was built with (and then for the US cars it was disabled!)  -http://www.treehugger.com/files/2006/01/hack_your_hybri.php
Vehicles of interest range from affordable to expensive.  Affordable, like the NMG and the (air-powered) Aircar, and the electric Twike (for those who want to pedal and get to exercise while driving, to add to the 20+ mile range!  It gets a respectable 53 MPH.)  At this time I find it hard to beat the advantages of the Prius hybrid, however.  With all the options such as adding seats, etc, the price is around $30,000.  Ethananol, biodeisel and “veggie cars” (among my favorites!) each have their advantages, and would be versatile and extra road-worthy as a dual-fuel or hybrid option with electric and other fuel options all in one car!  The Chevy Volt is one proposed car like this and I count it among the “somewhat affordable” future options.  The Phoenix SUT and SUV are others, and only availability may be a problem but they are already being marketed.  Then there is the “White Star” from Tessla being built in Albuquerque in the nex few years for about $50,000; and the famous Tessla “Roadster”, 250 miles on a charge! -which ranks at the high end of electric along with some conversions of existing cars and some other concept cars.  Tessla’s plan is to se their high-end vehicle to finance the White Star and later an affordable ($30,000 or so) compact car!  Learn more at http://www.treehugger.com/files/2006/08/tesla_motors_ev.php  A unique car called the Tango goes 60-80,000 miles on a charge, seats 2 (tandem) and costs $84,000.  It is easy to find parking for, addresses congestion and overpopulation problems, and really holds the road well (see video) plus has safety features too.  http://www.treehugger.com/files/2005/05/tango_for_two_1.php   *Eelectric cars are said to have the least “built-in obsolescence” and least likely to be supported by those profiting from the status quo.  Even the cost of replacement parts is dramatically different in these vehicles.  As a Christian, I will be praying because this venture is fraught with danger.  Undermining can occur in many ways; and hopefully these EV’s will not end up as some have, being bought out to prevent progress.  Hydrogen is presented as an alternative that stays just on the horizon, often while making no mention of technology that is actually at hand.  While it currently requires a lot of energy to make hydrogen fuel, there will be no end to the fuel sources available once better solutions are found.  I personally visited Angel’s Nest, whose owners are among the few using this fuel and who wish to get this out to the rest of the world.  I also spoke to Hydro Gene, and heard that home garage generators using different materials were being invented by many individuals.  Battery technology such as the A123 and now the nanowire battery are now rapidly bringing a high capacity battery to reality, which I personally want to be aware of before investing in that next car some day!  Developments of better capacitors are also hoped to bring about more efficient electric vehicles with greater range. 
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